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NATO membership criteria to al European countries 
domination - including the Baltic states, 


rity 
Criteria for Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. 
Support ths timely A aA the Visegrad 4, the ba ROW extends ig 

nations of Central and East Europe, thus providing a level playing | 
NATO integration, It also Sends a clear signal to Russia thet NATO i 
to all, thus denying Russia a “sphere of influence’ over neighboring states. | 


The amendment aiso deletes language which called for close cooperation NATO 
and Russia on security issues Cealy a “Russe-frer by the 
Administration. The amendment now states that NATO should work to other 
Reel es Of security in Europe. By removing any mention of "toes ” with 


Russia, the Potential for @ Russian veto on NATO expansion is lessened. 


The sponsors of the amendment were Congressmen Dick Durbin (D IL-20), chair of the 
ad-hoc Baitic Froaeram Caucus, and Joe Knotienbdery (R ME11). Co- 1 were 
Congressmen Benjamin Gilman (R NY-20), Wiliam Lipinski (D IL-3) and in Hoke (R 
OH- 10). 


Proposed unde: itive and support of the Central and East European Coalition, 
which unites An Of Armenian, Belarusian, Buigarian, Czech-Siovak, Estonian, 
Hungarian, Latvian, Uinuanian, 3h and Ulwainian heritage, the ame jt first taced 


Strong opposition, which wag vvercome thanks to the support shown by 
activists, feud 


* JBANC would like to hank all of the Balic-American activists who ed their 
Congressman and urged their support for the Durbin/Knollenbderg am l Your 


continuing support does make a diference! LITHUANIAN AMERICAN COUNCIL, INC 
| 6500 So. Pulaski Road, Chicago, IL 60629 
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